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flLOCATION 
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CITY. TOWN 

STATE 

DARNALL PLACE (preferred) 

East of Poolesville at 
17615 White's Ferry Road 
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Maryland 

X VICINITY OF 

CODE 

24 
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
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X..BUILDINGISI -PRIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X_. YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
Robert w. Lanham, Director 

-NOT FOR PUBUCA TION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Eighth 

COUNn' CODE 

Montgomery 031 

PRESENT USE 

LGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL b..PRIVATE RESIDE I\ 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL 

_ MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATIOt 

_OTHER 

NAME 
Department of Economic & Community Development 

STREET & NUMBER 
101 Fleet Street 

CITY TOWN 
Rockville _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
;:ouRTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Montgomery Avenue 
CITY TOWN 

Rockville 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
Tfl"LE ~ 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
OATE 

STATE 
Maryland 20850 

STATE 
Maryland 

1936 LEOERAL _$TATE •. _COUNTY - LOCAL 

OEPOSllORY FOR 

suRVEYREcoRos Library of Congress 
CITY. TOWN 

Washington 
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_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

,) 
-2!0ETERIORATED 
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-
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_UNALTERED 

AALTERED 

) 
CHECK ONE 

X_QRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Darnall Place is l.ocat.ed on the north side of Maryland Route 107 
just east of Dry Seneca Creek about 1.2 miles west of Dawsonville in 
the vicinity of Poolesville, Montgomery County, Maryland. It is a farm 
complex of four small 18th century stone buildings, a 19th century frame 
wagon shed/corn crib, a 20th century concrete block barn, and three 
late 19th or early 20th century frame sheds. 

The stone buildings, a house, meathouse/dairy, slave q~a~terjkitchen, 
and barn, are all constructed of red-brown Seneca sandstone. The ground 
on the place is bright red clay. The drive goes up a slope from the 
main road into the center of the cluster of buildings, then continues 
north to the dairy barn and cemetery. The place is still farmed and fields 
flank it on the west and north. To the south and east and between the 
fields are trees. The trees shield the property from the road, strengthen­
ing the cohesive quality of the complex. 

Examination of the stone buildings indicates their age to be at 
least 175 years old by the presence of wrought iron nails, roof rafters 
joined without ridge poles, mortise and tenon joints with wooden pegs, 
mortar made almost entirely of clay with little or no lime added, and 
hand hewn timbers. The construction of the buildings, while very solid 

,~ and well proportioned, is also very simple. The stone is laid on the 
ground, and the 24-inch walls are thick enough to stand unsupported. 
Timber plates are laid on the tops of the walls with roof timbers, notched 
and joined, resting on the plates. The hand-cut shingles were nailed on 
roof slats to sheath the roofs. Over some of the doors and windows are 
stone voussoirs forming jack arches; over others, a single flat stone 
forms the lintel. 

The dwelling (A) contains a 14 1/2 foot square room with doors to 
the east and south, a small window facing west, and a cooking fireplace 
in the north wall. The west wall extends 14 feet to form a protected 
porch, now enclosed. The loft and roof extend as one over the main 
room and porch. A small log room once flanked the porch on the south, 
and a six-room frame house had been added to the log room. (The reverse 
may be the case. The frarre house may have predated the stone house, 
the latter being added as a kitchen and porch • .) A fire destroyed the 
roof and loft of the stone dwelling, the log room, and the six-room 
frame house in 1952. The frame house was replaced with ·a similar struc­
ture and the interior of the stone house remodeled following the fire. 

The meathouse/dairy contains two rooms divined by a stone partition. 
One room contains hooks and blackened beams indicating its use as a 
smokehouse. The other room had a trough in the floor for cold water to 
store dairy products. (D) ' .. 

The slave quarter/kitchen (C) has .. a door on the east, a small window·· 
on the west, a cooking fireplace on the north wall with an interesting 
stone arch, and a dirt floor. The single opening on the second story is 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1. 
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a door in the south wall reached by a ladder placed against the exter­
ior wall. 

The barn (B) measures 20 X 40 feet. The few stone barns that 
remain in this area are all much larger than this, usually 30 X 60 
feet. One of this s~all size is extremely unusual, attesting to the 
modest scale of the farming operation of the builder. 

A stone fence of Seneca sandstone in dry wall construction 
encloses a family graveyard (E). Scalloped headstones dated 1830, 
1840, 1842, and 1855, are cut of the same sandstone. Each grave is 
also marked with a small footstone of sandstone. 

Henrietta d. 19 Dec 1848, 82 yrs Darnall 
Thomas d. 7 June 1830, 65 yrs Darnall 
Amos Young Darnall d. 9 July 1836, 9 months 24 days 

-~ Charles William Darnall d. 6 Sept 1837, 4 months, 13 days 

The other buildings on the property include the following: 

(F) 19th century frame wagon shed with corn crib; gable­
roofed structure covered with weatherboards except corn crib which 
has vertical slats; two shed-roofed additions, one on each end 
with vertical board sheathing. 

{G) late 19th or early 20th century shed, all milled wood, 
circular sawn, gable roof, vertical and horizontal siding. 

{H) 20th century frame chicken coop. 

(I) 20th century cinder block barn. 

{J} and (K) 20th century frame sheds. 
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In the section of Montgomery County in which this farm is located, rnaiiy 
log houses and a few large manor houses remain to demonstrate the way of 
life of the early settlers. But among these there is no other combination 
of early buildings of the scale, material or type of construction as that 
found at the "Darnall Place.n It is a complex of small stone farm build­
ings reminiscent of a farmstead in Europe or the British Isles. There is 
no sign of professionalism in design, only practicality and basic princi­
ples of construction applied to achieve a beauty, simplicity and solid­
ity that have endured for nearly two centuries. 

The group of buildings has continued in the same function from tne time 
they were built, that of a middle class f rmer's dwelling, the building 
for processing and storing his food, housing for his help, and shelter 
for his animals. Except for the absence of a tobacco barn, it is possible 1 

to· see in this group, beneath a minimal overlay of modernization, the pat­
tern of a late eighteenth century farmer's domestic and farming practices. 

The earliest recorded document of the riDarnall Place'' is a pate:[t filed 
by Daniel Veirs for 109 acres, called 11 None Eaton," dated 1755. In 
addition to the rent on the land he paid a further rent for '_'some im­
provei-nents." It is not possible to establish whether or not the ''improve--; 
ments" were the four stone buildings discussed here, or other buildings 
no longer existing. In 1761 Daniel Veirs filed a patent for the "Resurvey 
on None Eaton,~· adding to the original 109 acres, "contiguous to which 
Tract the Petitioner had descovered some Vacant Land" the amount of l,450 
acres.2 "-The Resurvey on None Eaton called the Mary" is the title which 
passes from deed to deed in the transfer of the "Darnall Place." When 
Daniel Veirs died in 1766, it was willed to his wife, ahd on her death 
to his sons. Daniel Veirs was a third generation colonist, his grandfather 
having come to Anne Arundel County in 1677.3 His will refers to the nearby 
dwelling places of his sons and leaves large amounts of land, 4 so that by 1 

1766 the nsugarlands" area of Mcntgomery County TIUSt have been_well 
settled. 

Following this period of or~g-ina~ settlement of the 11 Sugarlands," 225 
acres of Daniel Veirs' land was sold in 1767 to Mary Dyson, whose

0

son, 
Maddox Dyson, 24 years old, is meJ1tioned in the deed. A 177 6 census 
shows the farm to be occupied by Mary, Maddox, Maddox's wife and four 
children, one negro slave, and one indentured white man. A 1783 land 
assessment lists a tobacco barn which is no longer standing. The 

See Continuation Sheet I 
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Revolution occurred during the period of Maddox Dyson.• s occupancy of 
the farm. He was called on to sign the 11 0ath of Fidelity and Support 
to Maryland," as were his neighbors,5 but there is no record of his 
having served in the war. It was also during his occupancy that the 
former President of the United States rode near, or through, his lands. 
George Washington records in his Diary for August, 1785: "Saturday, 
6th •.• In my ride from George Towne to this place, I made the follow­
ing observations: ••• That land about the Maryland Sugar Lands (1400 
acres of which belong to George Plater, Esq) which is five Miles above 
Seneca, is remarkably fine, and very level •.• 11 6. 

In 1808 this 225 acre farm was bought by Thomas Darnall. When he died 
in 1830, he owned 15 slaves (and two other farms). He specified which 
slaves were to remain on this farm to work and care for his widow and 
those of their eight children who still remained at home. His will 
tells us that i:WO men and a woman were required for the work. It is 
Thomas Darnall, his wife and two of his grandchildren, who are buried 
in the little family graveyard. It is probably because of the exis­
tence o~ the graveyard that the place continues to bear the Darnall 
name •. 

Samuel Dyson, whose forbears were also early settlers in this area 
and in Anne Arundel_~op.I).ty before that, bought the farm in 1857. Dl,lr­
ing hi-s--6ccu·pancy" the Civil War was fought and this section of 
Montgomery County was ocggpied almost constantly by Union troops. An 
important s1gnal~relay-station was located only two or three miles 
away. Farmers in the neighborhood were continually required to fur­
nish food, horses, tack and sometimes shelter for the troops. Many 
Dyson family stories recount the incidents that occurred in this com­
munity of Southern sympathizers reluctantly hosting the enemy. 

When Albert Sellman became owner of the "Darnall Place" in 1926, it was 
no longer an owner occupied farm, but one on which a hired farmer lived. 
The tenant, with his wife and large family of children, continued to 
grow crops for marketing and food for his own family much as his 
predecessors had done in the same location. It was during their occu-­
pancy, in 1936, that it was included in the EABS described as follows: 
Darnall House, fieldstone, 1 story, late 18th centuryr 7 photos. 

In 1963 Eugene Casey .bought the farm and now rents the land to a 
contract farmer. For the-first time in their long history, the build­
ings are no longer kept in repair nor used for their original purpose. 

See Continuation Sheet #3 
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The vernacular architecture of the four Darnall fann buildings that 
produced the beauty, simplicity and solidity which endures today, 
their construction of native stone, their resemblance to rural cottages 
of Europe and the British Isles, their continuous use as a middle class 
family's farmstead until the very recent past, could all be available ' 
today as a visible lesson in history and architecture. 

To walk among these small buildings in their practical arrangement and 
lovely setting is immediately to sense the practical but sensitive 
aesthetics that shaped the buildings as well as to sense the farm 
functions and home life that have taken place here for nearly two 
hundred years. 

"patent filed by Daniel Veirs ••. 1755." Hall of Records, 
Annapolis, Md. Liber BC & GS #1, Folio 302 & L-BC&GS #2, F-256 

2 "patent ••• 1,450 acres." Hall of Records, Annapolis, 
Md. Liber BC & GS 14, Folio 638 and Liber BC & GS #17, Folio 217 

3 "grandfather 1677" Aud, Kathleen L. & Susan E., 
Our Ancestors. Silver Springs, Md. 1972. Chapter: Veirs. 

4 "Sugarlands" The name given to a section of Montgomery 
County Md., which abounded in sugar maple trees. Later, Sugarland 
Hundred was a political unit like a township in New England, a militia 
district and a district for the assessment of taxes. 

511 0ath of Fidelity and Support" Brumbaugh, G.M., 
Revolutionary Records of Maryland page 6. 

6 " .•. and very level." John C. Fitzpatrick, ed., George 
Washington Diaries. Vol. II, pps. 398, 399. 

7 "late 18th century, 7 photos" Historic American 
Buildings Survey. Catalogue. Photographs, 1936. 
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The structures individually and the farmstead as a whole retain 
enough significant design and integrity to convey the feeling of a small 
farmer 1 s life in the late 18th and early 19th century. The complex is of 
particular interest for the construction techniques in stone, the 
survival of a large number of early outbuildings, and its unusual rather 
English flavor. The alterations and additions have not detracted from 
the significance of the structures individually or as a farmstead. It is, 
however, extremely important that these buildings receive some attention 
before they are lost. Recent county ownership of the property is 
expected to provide this attention. 
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7.0NE EASTING NORTHING 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Reference to Montgomery County Deed 5207-695, September 20, 1978 
(enclosed} and plat map (enclosed). 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE - CODE COUNTY 

STATE CODE cour.n 

mFoRM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Ms. Mary Ann Kephart 
ORGANIZATION 

Historic· Medley District, Inc 
STREET & NUMBER 

P~O. Box 232 
CITY OR TOWN 

DATE 

January 5, 1977 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Poolesvilie, Marvland 20837 

i!JSTATE HISTORICPRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
. . . 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_. STATE __ LOCAL_x__ 

CODE 

CODE 

DJID 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 9-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. . 
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B--18th century barn 
c--slave quarter/kitchen 
D--meathouse/dairy 
E--graveyard 
F--19th c. wagon shed/ 

corn crib 
G--frame shed 
H--chicken coop 
I--20th century barn 
J--frame shed 
K--frame shed 
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The acreage chosen for the Darnall Place nomination is that recently 
purchased by Montgomery County--eighteen acres. This amount of land is 
necessary to include all of the outbuildings, the house, the drive, and the 
creek. 
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Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
P . 0. Box 3 712 7 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 

30 May 1989 

re: Darnall Place (boundary reduction) 
Montgomery County 

Dear Carol: 

William Donald Schaefer 
Gooemor 

Jacqueline H. Rogers 
Secretary, DHCD 

I am requesting a reduction of boundaries for Darnall Place as listed in the 
National Register in 1979. The area to be deleted, .3 acre, contains no resources 
that relate to the historic significance of the property and does not add to the 
setting. The area contains a modern bridge and berm of Whites Ferry Road. The 
old acreage was 18. The new acreage is 17.7 •. As the reduction is minuscule, the 
UTM readings do not chang;:- Both the-Owner and the state review board concur 
with this request. 

Should you have questions in this matter, please contact Ron Andrews at 
301-974-5000. 

Sincerely, 

J. Rodney Little 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

JRL/RLA/pc 
cc: State Clearinghouse No. MD870619-0474 
Enclosure: 1 continuation sheet 

Correspondence: 
Little to Kramer, 6/19/87 
Simpson to Little, 4/8/87 
Andrews to Kramer, 7/24/89 
Hager to Little, 8/4/89 

~-.L, 
Department :rHOUSillgill1d Community Development 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (301) 974-5000 

I 
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Name Darnall Place 

2. Planning ~rea/Site Number 18-21 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 13, A-5 

4 . .Address 17615 White's Ferry Road, Poolesville, MD 20837 

5. Classification Summary 

Category Buildings 
Ownership Montgomery County 
Public Acquisition " 

.__ ____________________ __ 
Status Occupied 
Accessible yes, restricted 
Present use agriculture, private residence 
Previous Survey Recording HABS Federal_x __ State __ x_county~Local __ x_ 
National Register 

Late 18th Century 7. Original Owner Daniel Veirs 

8. Apparent Condition 

10. 

a. Fair. deteriorated c. ___ o~r.....,ig......_in~a~l~s~i~te:._ ____________ ___ 

b. altered 

-Descriotion 
The complex consists of a dwelling and 3 small farm buildings all of stone. Each is 

built of uncoursed Seneca sandstone with large cut quoining stones. Openings are small 
in size and few in number. The buildings have a solid blocky appearance. 

The stone dwelling has a frame addition. The meathouse/dairy contains two rooms with 
a stone partition. The.barn is small for this area. The two-story slave quarter contains 
a fireplace on the first floor and an exterior entrance on the second floor reached by 
a ladder. There is also a 19th century wooden wagon shed with corncribs on each side and 
a 20th century barn. 

A stone fence enclosed family graveyard contains four gravestones of Seneca sandRtone 

S
. . . . dated 1830-1860. 
ignificance 

The modest scale of the buildings, the same material used for both dwelling and farm 
buildings, and the continuous use as a farm for more than 210 years make this a unique site. 

The property was first owned by Daniel Veirs, a third generation colonist. It was 
owned by other early settler families, the Dysons, the Darnalls (also spelled Darnell) and 
in the 20th century the Sellmans. 

It original name is the "Resurvey on None Eaton called the Mary". The name "Darnall 
Place" derives from the small family graveyard containing Darnall graves. 

~l. ~ate researched January, 1977 Mary Ann Kephart 

Mary Ann Kephart 
13. Date Compiled July,1978 

15. Acreage: 14 Acres 

14. Designation 
Approva1 __ 



:z 
0 

w 
UJ 

£.Qse ment 
t-'ll\11Y.L.i\ND HIS'I'ORIC/~L TRUS'I' WORKSHEE'l' 

NOMINATION F0&\1 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

... ·:co· .. ;•· .· • :.· 
.......... 

·, 

ANO/OR HISTOR:C: 

The Darnall Farm 

$TREET ANO NUMB.ERi 

Rte. 107 at Dry Seneca Creek 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Dawsonville 
STATE COUNTY: 

Mont omerv 
< > i ·.• { .. c;.·:< ·' ; \ .... ·.·· ·:·::.... > ·············.· •·· .... 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 

(CheckOn~:__---+--------.----------~--1--------~;.-T_O_T_H_E_P_u_s_L_l_C-i 
0 District Public Acqvisi.tion: 

0 Sit• O In Process 
rm::. Building 0 Public 

0 Structure. r·· Pi:lv.ote 0 Object 0 Bo~ 0 Eloinll Considered 

-------·-

ii Occupied Yes: 

0 Unoccupittcl ~ Restricted 

0 Pre ... rvotion work 0 Urirestricteo 

In progre:a II No 

PRESENT USE (Check On<r or Mora._,._a_A_P:_:P_tC!>_.;...r_I .. _t_ei) ___ ~------------------------1 
d:: ·A11rlcultvral 0 Government 0 P'3<k 

0 Commercial 0 lndvstrial 0 Prhcte Resi.J<>nce 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Re!i;iovs 

0 Entar'fa:inmant 0 Muaeum 0 ScientHie 

Eugene B. Casey (Tenant: Cullop) 
'STREET 4NO NUMBER: 

1 West Deer Park Drive 

0 Transportation 

0 Oth•r (Sp;,clf;-) 

Montgomery Coun ty __ c_o_u_r_t_h_o_u_s_e ___________ . _____________ _ 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: \STATE 

Rockville Maryland I 
f: ...• /E~i.~:~N~~i~~~~~?:~>~ST~z~G·.~u~~i:~~·:2~~;.~.~·.···.~._{]t.;: ::~L= ..... ,..,_.,.,,....,,,.,,,.,., ·"""·;::-···"'"· .,.,,.,.~ 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

__ Historic American Build~ngs Survey 
DATt! OF' ~:.:..:.._1.9._3_6_. ~ Fs&era! 0 State 
bEPOS1TORV FOR SURV~Y RECORDS: 

0 Counly 0 Local 

--.-~ibr~_9f Congress 
1!iiRE!i:T ANO NUMBER: ----------~--------------------·-



\~ESCRi?T!Ol'<f 
-,......,.,,-...... ~ 

--······~'-""-~----·· ~~:··_..~:··::··::·] 
(Check One) 

0 Ruins I 0 Excellent 0 Good Ii,( Fair 0 ·Un""P"'"'"d 
CONDITION I . (C~n<>) -. ----·---r-------(C-:h:-.,-ck_O_r_>.,-)-------i 

. H Altered 0 Unolterncl 0 Movad m Or.iglnol Site 

OESCRIBE THE PRESENT> •O ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARAl>ICE 

The Darnall Farm consists of a group of Seneca sandstone 
buildings. Included in the group are a house, slave quarters, 
a smokehouse, and dairyhouse, barn, frame barn, and a family 
cemetery. 

The house is a one story building with a large external 
chimney on the east end; both the base and stack are stone, and 
a cap consists of a course of thin stones projecting beyond the 
plane of the stack. The facade is three bays on the north and 
two on the south. To the west is a frame addition which, al•· 
though modern, is compatible Hith the older stone wing; the 
addition replaces a log wing that burned .in a fire that also 
destroyed the roof and framing of the oJ_der wing. 

To the east of the house is a one and a half story slave 
quarters. The main (south) facade is two bays uith the 
entrance in the east bay. Heavy timber 1intels and jambs sup­
port the walls around the openings. In the west gable end is 
a large opening with a stone lintel; access to the loft was up 
a ladder and through this doorway. The fireplace is at the 
east end of the main room; it has a segn'..entally..,.arched opening 
with eleven stone vouissoir stones. The chimney, like that on 
the main house, is external. The framing for the roof consists 
of hewn rafters, birdmouthed over the plate; the rafters are 
half-lapped and pegged at the ridge. At mid-point, collars are 
half-lapped and pegged to the rafters. Angle braces were half­
lapped over the underside of the end rafters, but they are now 
gone. The loft floor rests on joists that are tapered at the 
ends and mortised into the stone walls. Evidence exists that 
there was once a small room to the west of the doorway; between 
the joists are small str 1.Lts, the tongues of which rest in 
notches on the upperside of the joists. These have notches on 
the side to take other framing members {now gone) • 

To the north of the house is a doub1e stone building that 
was both smoke house and dairy. The main (south) facade has 
two doors, both with heavy timber frames.,, The west door has a 
keystone flat arch of three blocks of stone. In the west end 
are two windows, one in the gable and one for the ground level 
room; both have one piece stone lintels. The roof framing is 
similar to that of the quarters; evidence for use of part of 
the building as a smoke house is the blackened rafters at the 
east end. 

East of the quarters it the stone barn, the roof of which 
has collapsed* On the south facade, there are three doorways· 
·wi.th segmental arches of three blocks each. The north doonrny 1' 

has a flat arch. At either end are two windows at the first J 
floor level; they have horizontal wooden bars mortised into 
the heavy frames~ The joists for the loft are mortised into 

m 
m 

z 

0 

z 



m 
m 

0 

x 

l 
I 
• I 
,, 

\ >. 

l 
I 

\ 
I 

~ 

i 
I _J 

i 

' \ ' \ 

the stone walls; mortises for partitions or stalls are evidenced on 
the underside of the joists. The J:"OOf-framing is identical to that 
on the other buildings. On the middle door of the south facade, 
snibell hinges indicate that this might be an original door. 

Northeast of the complex, along the north side of some modern 
sheds, a graveyard with a stone wall contains four graves. The 
stones.are all in excellent condition, with three footstones also 
intact. Buried in the yard are Thomas Darnall (d·. 1830 at age 65), 
Henrietta Darnall (d. 1848 at 82), Amos Young Darnall (d. 1836 at 
9 rn. 24 d.), and Charles William Darnall (d. 1837 at 4 rn. 13 D) • 

The frame barn stands north of the quarters. It is a late nine­
teenth century barn sitting on stone piers. The braced frame has 
sawn members, mortised and tenoned and pegged together. 
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Abor iginol 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urbor1 Planning 
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0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture tJ Londsc.<>p• 0 Sculpture \ 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socia I/Human-

0 Com mere• 0 Literoture itorian 

0 Communication• 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservotion 0 Music 0 T ransporfQf ion 

STATE...,ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

r 
~,, 

t,: 

~ 

, 
-~ 

-

,_J 



,:.i,.·~··· ·.:::::..:;:······ ~;- .. :<.· ·'""':"'"~.·.· --.... -,~ ..... ~~~~, 
.. '· ·····,·-......,_ ........ · .... ··.-:..'"'""""'"";,,,;....;.. '-" ·.-· ......... ,... -.;·"":··..;;:·· _ .. ;;,.. .... .;,;,, '"'.,..;;:··:•;:;..· ··•••• \ ·' ./ /;' ;;<.; h 

\ 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

CORNER LA.Tl TU OE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds D•grees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes · SecoAds 
NW 0 0 0 Q 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

;Acreage Justification: 

iJ-IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

STATE: COtJNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

Christo her Owens Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC IDAT

4
E 

_ Dec. 1973 
JSTREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Geor ia Avenue 
::.:.;:=..:::..-~~~~~-,,-S_T_A_T~E~~~~~ 

_ Maryland 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Silver Spring 
::~';"T 

i .

1
:~c._s_t...:.a....;""..:..1....c.e_L_1_· _;_a_i_;s...:.o_n __ O_f_f_1_· ..c.c...:e..c.xc...~ _R;:_;..;;;e....;v_;i:;;..e;:;_w.:.;._;_~ _ __,,(...:.O ff ice use on 1 v J,_. ----------1 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 
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12S 1IL~'foa1c MoNTGO~fF.RY Coc·NTY, ~lAHYJ.A~u 

H.oc·k Spring, <'Hc·h of ns tuking turns to walk 
along and thPn ri1le with father in the buggy. 
Xo autos on the roncls 1hc11 as n s<'rions J1az­
ard ! I! I 

Th<' at'l'('l\g"t' or this l'al'lll whNI plll'Chusccl hy 
tlw Griffith fomily waR, and H hHs r<'maincd, for 
nurny years more t hnn :.?:>O arrcs. 'rlw land is 
~Pm•rnlly ll'Y<'l, has h(•t•n "t>ll care1l for. an<l kept 
pro1h1<:th'e h~· t hl• prt>~l'll<'l' in its l'<'onomy of 
many hea<l of stot·k. horsN~. <>nftle, and she<'p 
qrnzing- the well-fc.tw<'c 1 fiC'lds. 

The house is 1·omptwt and conveni<>nt, und has 
changed little in n•c<'J1t y<'ars except to 111·0\'iclc 
space for n krnrnt i11 part of tho rear. As on!.! 
t•ntcr:'l the> fro11t hnll ht• !'<'<'fl the steep stairs in 
fro-1t (firi:;t floor 1·1•ili111-{s ar<• ten fo<'t l1ig-h). Tlw 
parlor is 011 thr right, dini11g room on h•ft .• \cl ­
.ioining tlw lntlt•r wa~ n side por<'h, now <'n ­
c•lo:::.ed. Bnl'k of th<' mnin rooms nrc nnother 
dining room, kifrh<'n nn1l pon·h. On tll(' s<'t'on<l 
Boor arc four IH•droon1s an<l two baths. 'l'hl~ 
ntti1· is fini~h<•tl 11p with two rooms. 

Darnell's 

"\() 21 E-:l IlY ,\ , I> \R::'\J·:r,r. {',\ . li50 f;TO'.lil ·: .\~!) 1.or.:-; 

T IIE nncil•lll rm11hli11g·, picturcsq1·~ i-trn<·­
tnre shown nhm·c is 1111.JonhtNHy 011c of 
tl1<' oldc•st houst•s in uppc>r :\1011' gomcry 

County. On a I nwt now h<'i11,!! np<'ra tNl as a 
model dnirv farm with n mo1krn new cnnC'retc 
burn, the new ancl the old fC'tlhll'l'S of fll<' pin.cc 
are in striking- c011trnst. 'Phc> nnfiqu<' huildingo 
shown ahov<.', with a two-story st"n'? slave 
1prnrfor to he sl•en at the <'xfrt>uw rig-Ii~ of the 
photogrnpb, S<'<'llls out of place in :\lo•1tgom<.'ry 
< 'ounty. It looks more• likl' some of the rottnges 
lo h<.' ~een in the l1ills Hlltl valleys of Ircla111l or 
Scotland hurnln•tli- of y<'arf'l ngo. And yl•t, in 
spit(' of its grcnt ngl', it i~ a lrnppy and comfort-

nhlc 110111<', with moclt•rn com·1·11il'IH'C's, for a 
l111x<' fami ly. 

Located 011 tlit• north side of the rmt1lwa~· 
from Dawsom·ill<' to Poolesville, it ean hr ~<'<'11 
in a pretty \·alley of the Little Hc•n<'<'n Cn•t>k 
whirh mcundl'rH through the 257 nc•rc form. lt 
is about two mil<'i- beyond Dawsonvill<', four 
milN• southeast of Pooles,·ille and thirty-five 
milc>i- from 1 h %cro milestone. 'l'he land for 
gC'nC'rations has h<'en owned by the Dnrn<'ll and 
Dyson familil's, prominent in upper ::\[ontl!nlll­
ery County since hrf ore the Revolution. 

It ;s belie,·ed that the Darnells own<'d th<' 
plnce nt a vl'l'y rnrly llate, as there nrc two 
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,.., 
graves in a family plot near the barn, with The Darnell family seem to have disappeared 

1 ~markers to Henrietta Darnell, born 1766, died from the region of their former ·works, and 
. c848, aged eighty-two years, and to Thomas there are also very few members of the Dyson 

Darnell, born 1765, died 18i30, aged sixty-five. family left. The only human interest story the 
J:1.,ielder Darnell lived on the farm, and in 1842 author has uncovered is about one of the Dysons, 
he acquired a tract of 144 acres from 'William said to have been Frank Jr. Frank, Junior had 
Dyson, apparently adding jt to '~he farm. In several farms and a large family, and while 
1H82 a tract of 247 acre;.; waK conveyed to Benja- he lived at this farn1, he is said to have had no 
min ]'. Dyson by Joseph Dyson and others; objection to being waked up at any time from 
tlwn in l 924, in an equity suit, the trustees midnight to dawn by a gang of racoon hunters 
appointed hy the Court transferred the same on their way home from a chase. In fact he 

- 247 acres referred to in the deed of 1882 to seemed to enjoy coming out to greet the boys-
Howard l\faynard Sellman. would set them up to cold ham or chicken. 

'l'his deed of 1924, recites the fact that "Ben- The main part of the long rambling house is 
jamin F. Dyson executed a paper purportinrg constructed of logs covered with siding. Two 
to be a last will and testament" but continued, sections to the right of the frame part are built 
''.Whereas there is some doubt about the execu- of thick stone walls, and the whole is painted 
ti on of tlie said will'' an agreement was entered white outside. There is a front door and hall 
into by the heirs of Benjamin F. Dyson. r:J1hey in the center of the frame part and the parlor 
sold the property for $12,060 to Sellman and with fireplace is to the left of the hall. Still 
executed a deed to him in September, 1924. another room, with a large fireplace, is in the 
Howard .Maynard Sellman die<l, unmarrie<l, in extreme rigltt-lumd eu<l of the house. The slave 
1927; the farm was inherited by his brother quarter at the far right has two floors, the upper 
All.Jert II. Sellman, the owuer in 19Gl. , one reached only by au outside ladder. 

Albert Sellman, Head Engineer,, Bureau of There are white pine floor boards, ten or 
twelve iuch nmdom widths, and the woodwork 

Ordnance, the Uuited States Navy Department, throughout is very plain and of quite primitive 
, ,../.-.:--ud his wife, who was J\fiss Elizabeth Harde, \design. The house has every appearance" pf 

_tve iu a model:'n brick home just west of Six- having been built in Colonial days, yet it is 
teenth Street, a few blocks inside the District of sound and appears to be good for many more 
Columbia line. decades of use. 

·' 

FAMILY TREES! 

''Undoubtedly you '11 never see, 
A poem like a family tree. 

A tree that proves beyond demur 
lT ow eminent one's fathers were, 

A tree the intimate WHO'S "WHO, 
Of gentle folk whose blood is blue. 

A lofty, noble spreading tree 
Of lineage and pedigree, 

·where he that looks too closely for 
A primitive progenitor 

May find him, hanging stark and grim 
Smq>Pndcd from a lower limb." 

ANONYMOUS 



r ..... 10 ... ~ 

( !. "' 

al 
N 
;;; 
w 
2 
< .,, 
u. 
0 
1-
w 
w 
:x: .,, 
z 
0 
0 
w 
0 
0 
< 
w 
ID 

>­
< 
~ .,, 
:t: 
a.. 
• r( 
\ 
C· 
!-

......-.... ~ 
0.. 

.:::> 
:£ 
< 
z e 
1-
4( 

:t 
..: 
c ... 
2. 

..J 
<( 
1-
2. 
\;J 

~ 
c.: 
..J 
a.. 
a.. 
::::> .,, 

( 

--------------6j7t:.~a~s;;;;ell•4--r~· .. t. -·-•l"-il_H_O_R_l_C_A_l.'_E_R_IC_A_U_U~ ·~C!> ~. • :.·\ t." 
1. ~un Maryland 

INVEtllORY M-18- 21 COUNTY Montgomery 
TOWN VICINITY 'NA.ME "The Darnells" 
STRHT NOMD 10 7 1 mile west of 

Dawsonville 
ORICIHAL OWNER 
ORIGINAL UH 

OJ.TE OR PERIOD 18th Century 
HYLE Colonial 
ARCHITECT 

PRE!.ENT OWNER Eugene Casey BUILDER 
PRE s ENT usE As sorted S tor age Bui 1 din •"3....-sF_O_R_L_l_B_R_A_R_Y_o_F_c_o_H_C_R_Es_s_u_s_E ___ ____ _ 
WilLL CONSTRUCTION Seneca Sandstone 
HO. OF STORIES 

•· NOTABLE FEATURES, Hl!>lORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AHL' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 
This is an exceptional grouping of 18th century stone buildings 

all of local Seneca sandstone. The dwelling house is 3 bays wide 
and one deep, l~ stories in height with an exterior chimney at the 
right end . There is a central door. The windows are 8/8 sashes . 
It is a long very low house with a rather steeply pitched A roof . 

Nearby is a l~ story 3 bay wide sandstone structure with heavy 
stone lintels and large corner quoins. It has a squared cornice 
along the roof line. There is an exterior chimney at the right end. 
This may have ·been a blacksmith shop or a separate kitchen building. 

There is also a long low building with 2 doors on the front 
and no windows. The doors are vertical batten ones with old squared 
log frames. The building has large dressed quions and a very steep 
A roof with rough log poles set into the walls for roof supports. 
The walls are about 2 feet thick. This was an ice and cold storage 
house . 

Lastly there is a 2~ story stone barn, very long. There are 
three doors on the front, each with a segmental arch of trimmed 
stone . This may have been a stable . It appears too small for a 
real barn. Again the stone work is excellent and the mortar is 
decorated with little pebbles . The roof overhangs on one side. 
This grouping of structures is important as representing a complete 
mid 18th century stone farm with outbuildings. It is in need of 
attention . 

~. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !T!:>UCTUF.f F"•onc.,red 

~ 6 . LOCATION MAP (Pion Op•io"al} 

3 . PUBLISH£D SCIUP.CES (Aurf.or, T1t/.,, Povu} 

INTERVIEWS, Pf;COR()S, PHOTOS, ~TC 

fflh:rior E • terlor 

7. PHOTOCRAPH 
9. NA,.,E. ADDRESS ANO TITLE UF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 
Barry A. Weintraub 

DA TE or PE CORC Ju 1 y 1 7 • l 9 6 8 
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DRY SENECA CREEK STREAM VALLEY PARK 
EUGENE B. CASEY PROPERTY 
600 SOUTH FREDERICK AVE. 
GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20760 
TAX MAP NO. CS, DS 
·ELECTION DISTRICT NO. 3 
PARCEL NO. 492 9.38+ ACRES 
PARCEL NO. 240 244.89+ ACRES 
TOTAL. 

FOR PARK 
254.27+ ACRES 
31.0 + ACRES 

223.27_±. ACRES 
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DRY SENECA CREEK STREAM VALLEY PARK 
EUGENE B. CASEY PROPERTY 
600 SOUTH FREDERICK AVE. 
GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20760 
TAX MAP NO. CS, DS 
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I ~-2.. I 
NAME T/1£- M/ZA/l'?US 

LOCATION ~:f. /Or 17ax.esv1u.E ~ .,,, 

FACADE SE. 

PHOTO TAKEN 12-/'l/73 ,t'{. l>aJY~ 
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NAME /tfl- {)11£.ltJ~ 

LOCATION ,ef.107 /?b'f:JUS V/t.u:., Ud., 

FACADE £.. 

PHOTO TAKEN I z,,/t//73 M. l:>(A)Y.e.L-





NAME 

LOCATION 

THl l>//12AJNt-S #- /J> -~I 

;ef, /0 7 /?~t..£5 J/IU,.£ Nd. 
/ 

FACADE N£ 

PHOTO TAKEN 12/'I /73 ft, /JltJYbL 





NAME r/1£ l>/l~ALLS 

LOCATION ~f. /O 7 /bDU:S V'lu& "'1'd. ,, 

FACADE AJ/AJ 

PHOTO TAKEN rz/1//73 ft, 2>/.UVEL 





NAME 7/IC- l>IJ£AJ.t9U-S 

LOCATION ,e_f, /07 /7d7'J~C..St//t:..t:..~ ~ , 

FACADE E 

PHOTO TAKEN I 2'/¥ /73 # · 7.Jtc11"BL-





NAME TflC, Plf.£Alkl S 

LOCATION £f,;o7 ,P'O'Ot..ES//IUC.,,. Nci. 

FACADE 5£ 

PHOTO TAKEN rz,/1.//73 fl.'/>(,c)Y#-





NAME -r#£ lJlfM/JU S 

LOCATION ~f, /IJ7 ,P'~///U~ #c:L 

FACADE ;tr1ra,;~,,t_ h/2£17~ /AJ AltJ/2-711 tv'"9U:.-

PHOTO TAKEN 12-/t//73 ,k. l>t.VYEL 





NAME /I/£ ZJl9k!Al1'1LLS 

LOCATION ~f, 1<>7 //IJTX..E.St/I~ ,4<d 

FACADE S£ 

PHOTO TAKEN lz/¥/73 /1--f, 2>?VY~ 





NAME /lit-~~ 
{~ -21 

LOCATION ;8f le:> 7 //tJ"6t-£S //'/L.?£, Nd 

FACADE G-. 

PHOTO TAKEN ;;t,j'l/J.3 j-t,lJt.()YeL 





* l ~-2-1 
NAME T /ft.- t;t912.AJ#US 

LOCATION ~/,;o7 /?O'tJt,£5'1/I~ ~ 
; ",CADE £ 

PHOTO TAKEN tz/ll/13 J4.Z>1AJYbL-





NAME rife. lJ/#C AJ/.Ja.s' 

LOCATION ,.e..;.. /~7 /?~P/U-6. / ~ 

FACADE AJ{A) 

PHOTO TAl{EN ;z_.jt//13 M,.Z,tu'/'e,L-





NAME I H €. l>IJ~L.LS 

LOCATION /-/-, /o 7 ,/Jooces//1u..C, ~ 

FACADE S£ 

PHOTO TAKEN ti/c//7J /'t·Dt4JY~ 

Jr 18-::2../ 





NAME Tll£ Z:>4/l.Al&L.S # IP-01 I 

LOCATION /l·h /o7 //PrJl&SP'/~ Na. 

FACADE SW 

PHOTO TAKEN !z/41/73 h .'/>tv y6L-





NAME 771£- ~/PC-LS - H/~ 

LOCATION £i, /o 7 ~()t)~&S V/U-6,; /ftd. 

FACADE £. 

PHOTO TAKEN 12--/7"/73 # · !JtuYM-





NAME /If£ l)t'},.eA/~ 

LOCATION £f,/e>? ~PD££s'///UE k<£ 
/ 

FACADE AJ, 

PHOTO TAKEN !"Z-/¥/73 H 1 2J?VYH2-





NAME Tt%. /;Jlf£.Al~a-s 
~ l<i?-2. J 

LOCATION ,L-1-. /()7 ~~V/U£ ~ , 

FACADE G 

PHOTO TAKEN 1z./~/7..3 k . /J/,UYe.L-





NAME n/£ l>IJ/Ml~U-S - SA-AJbSn>Al£ B/J£/tl 
:A:l'i-2.f 

LOCATION fZ,f. /o 7 /'O'Ot-E.SVI'~ file/. 

FACADE SE. 

PHOTO TAKEN ;i./t//73 1'1.l>bUV&e_ 





NAME m-£ lJ/I~ - S'llAJ~AJL ,8~12A./ 

LOCATION Lf,/oi /~///u.E, /ltd 

FACADE /,JJ, 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z../<1/13 fi · otu'l'Af!-

.j:: l ?-2- t-





NAME 1116- !Jt9~tfl.&u.-S I U:J,,e.,u ~£/~~ T;eA<!m/L Sl/t.J> 

LOCATION ;!,../, /07 /d'rJUSl/IU-~ ~ 

FACADE £ 

PHOTO TAKEN 1-z../l//'J..3 /f.t I Z>tvVll-





NAME Tlf&- 'J)/J£.A/19LLS 4=-1?;- )../ -
LOCATION ~/-, /07 j/"7J(./3S//I~ /Z4d. 

FACADE /J 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z/'f/73 ;<-i,?>(A)YhL-





NAME Tlf£ l>/JR.1()-'US 

LOCATION £.f, /o? ,t?~t//L-C.C Aft 
/ 

FACADE r/?/?eAI ~ ,..e-1. /07- ~~K/l()G Al 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z./<.f/73 k. l:>LAJV££_ 





NAME SroAlE- Gu If~ v. Ot,l:> i!.o/1-b +I~ .... 2 J 

LOCATION ,l/.. /o7 ;u- iJ~'( SMC.CA- c~ /?dtX-£Svt,c.€ ,.,ltd, 
I ~ 

FACADE N 
PHOTO TAKEN ;i-/'1/73 }t. b(,c)'/&L_ 





NAME '//!£ l>IJ£Al/IU-S - CbYe~Y 

LOCATION ~f./o7 ,0tnJa$tl/CL.4 ,4d 

FACADE A/ 

PHOTO TAKEN /-z,jt.f/73 /.(, lJNVe/2_ 

J:t.1~ -2..f 


