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PIONEERS

2012 Pioneers Luncheon honors Pioneers & Supporters of the
Montgomery County Agricultural Center and Fair with a special tribute
to the Melvin “Dick” and Mary Savage Family

Melvin (Dick) Savage was a pioneer along with hs father Harry, and brothers Leroy and Charles Savage. Dick helped build the
Gairy barns, and he and his wife Mary continued their involvement when their three children became 4-H members and exhibited
their Holstein and Brown Swiss Cattle. Mary became an active volunteer in the Ag Center kitchen In bulding 2 and then in the
new dining hall along with her sister-in-law Irene Savage. Dick continued helping out using his carpentry skils, assisting with new.
dairy barns which later became beef barns, barn and roof repairs and cleaning out the barns ater the Fair was complete.

Their children, Wayne, Diane and Dennis were al active exhibitors in the Dairy Department’s &-Hers. Their farm Savage Leigh
started their love of exhibiting Holstein catte at the Fair, which turned into exhibiting nationally. Wayne and his wife Cindee

are now dairy farmers in Knoxville, MD. They have four children - Chip, Kell Jami,and Ryan. Al four children, along with their
spouses are nvolved in the dairy farming in MD or PA and were also 4-Hers and avid exhibitors. Wayne and Cindee now have
eight grandchildren and Chip's two sons are presently Mongomery County 4-H dairy exhibitors. Wayne served on the Ag Center
Board and the family continues to support the Dairy Department through award donations. Chip and his sonin-law Matt Welsh
have both judged the 4-H dairy show in past years.

Diane and her husband Dale have two children, Kristi and Eric, who were both active 4-H members exhibiting dairy and other
projectsat the Fair. Krsti was the first 4-Her to have her Grand Champion cake sold for $3,000 for the 4-H program in 1986, Diane
Is currently a dairy superintendent and co-chalr of the Livestock Committee. She has severa terms on the Ag Center Board of
Directors, serving as Secretary 3 times and President 2 times - one being for the SOth Fair Dale is an active volunteer with the
Dairy Department and was previously on entertainment and grounds committees. Eric was previously involved in Ag Center

food events with Joe Pearson and ater as the Coke representative to the Fair, and presently Food Pro representative. He con-
tinues to work on work days and his wife Starr asists in the souvenir booth, dairy shows, and work days. Diane and Dale have two
grandchildren who are active Montgomery County 4-Hers. They exhibit in the 4-H buiding, help with the dairy shows, and have
volunteered in the Fairinformation booth. Last year they also participated in the 4-H parade.

Denny has two chidren, Amy and Jenny, who were lso active 4-Hers, exhibitng dairy catte and other itemsinthe 4-H bulding,
They also asssted n painting the bams and planting flowers t the Fairgrounds. Denny was also 2 member of the Board of
Directors. He was an actve exhibitor n the Dairy Department and assisted with barn repais and cleaning the barnsafter the air
along with his father. Denny now resides in Keymar with his wife Mandy and isstil an actve dairy farmer.

Sponsored by: Montgomery County Agricultural Center, Inc.
“The Montgomery CountyFairofficially opened i 1949 It was made possible by many voluntaers,contributors, families, and government who,
ver the years continue to make the Fai a placefor youth and others to gather and show results oftheir work o enjoy camaraderie and to
educate others about agiculture.




