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Starting in the early 1930’s, the Paul Welsh Farm was located in the center of downtown Damascus in the area where the Sun Trust Bank and drive-up window is currently located.  The farm included two barns, a bank barn and a dairy barn, set on 40 to 50 acres of land.  Twice each day 50 to 70 cows were milked in order to provide income for the family.  Because of the hilly nature of the land going down into the valley behind the barns, no large crops were raised; the land was used for the dairy cows.  Paul Welsh rented some land elsewhere to raise his crops.  

The farm house was situated on Main Street where Subway and the Las Vegas Market are located today.  In the early 1950’s, the house was moved several hundred yards straight back away from the street in order to build the Acme Market, which is currently the above mentioned Subway and Las Vegas Market.  

In 1954 some local children lit a match in the bank barn and accidently started a fire that destroyed both of the barns.  The cows were temporarily moved to Cedar Grove until the dairy barn could be rebuilt.  With the cows now residing in the new barn, the farm continued to operate until the late 1950’s when the land was sold to the Gladhills and eventually to the new Bank of Damascus.  
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